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LA E g their  abilities and potential and
U consequently, they only have a diffuse
o . image of what they would like to do and
Editorial J y _ .
how to pursue it once their
undergraduate studies are over. Shall
o vl & they continue studying? Shall they find

(Foic~ B 518 Bl HER)

Over the last year that | have had
the pleasure to work in the Department
of Land Economics | have had many
discussions with students about their
university life and work, some of their
more private experiences, and also
about their feelings regarding their
future. All of these discussions were
enlightening for me personally but also
professionally, so that I could pick up
some of the thoughts, uncertainties,
concerns or even anxieties and try to
incorporate them into education in a
constructive way. Even more | hope,
that those discussions also had a
positive effect on all the students | had
the pleasure to talk with.

Many of them — and that picture is
not much different from my experiences
back in Germany — have doubts about

-1-

an office job? Shall they try something
different?

This month’s newsletter therefore
collects a few selected thoughts of some
of our students. | hope this compilation
can be inspiring in one or the other way
to collect a few new ideas for our
teaching, our encouragement and also
our personal interaction. | very much
appreciate having the opportunity to
learn from and about our department’s
students.

We here start with a number of
thoughts of our first and second-year
master students and go then to the senior
undergraduate class and also visit a few
thoughts from a sophomore student.

| hope you enjoy this month’s
newsletter and would like to thank all

students who have contributed their
time to shape this newsletter.

S. van Gasselt
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On Decisions to Study the
Master Degree

iz
(Foin* By g Kmdd)

It would be a long story to talk
about my decision to study the master
degree here, so | decided to focus on my
motivation and my thoughts before |
came to this decision. What we are
going to start with will be the time from
freshman to senior, and from the
bachelor to the master.

It is common that most students in
Taiwan choose their major department
based on the result from the entrance
exam. People rank careers into different
social positions which provides the
opportunity to choose the one we have
interest in. In other words, we are forced
to choose the least preferred ones or the
department which wasn’t the most
desirable one. Moreover, schools filter
students into different levels and usually
make them feel desperate by being the
ones who fall behind. And through the
past years, anxiety and worries appear
especially during the time of graduating
from university.

Unfortunately, 1 was one of the
students who was also lost in thoughts
when | was in junior high school. But
among these confused students, |
believed | was a luckier one who chose
the department | wished to study in. Not
the social

choosing department or

studying engineering, department which
combined both became the prior choice
for me. And that was the reason why |
chose Land Economics four years ago.
But the same problem came to me in the
senior year. Without certain direction for
the future decision, | decided to change
the environment to chew over.

With these doubts, | started my
exchange life at Wuhan University then.
Students from China were quite different
from Taiwan. They are innovative and
confident, but also assertive to work in
groups. Sociable and persistence will
might be the advantages of Taiwanese
student. | think it will also be a benefit
for students studying in social science
department. During the life in Wuhan,
my
questions because I've already taken

room mates often asked me
those courses. Somehow | found that |
enjoyed the time while I was solving
problems, which brought a sense of
achievement to me and made me
confident. An idea of continuing to study
for the master degree suddenly struck
my mind then. | kept looking into
myself again and again to answer the
question of continuing, which finally
ended up into the sentence: Stay with
my original intention.” These all led to
the reason | chose NCCU eventually. In
addition, choosing a foreign teacher as
my adviser brought me new flavors into
the academic career, whose intention of
combing different department’s areas



happened to be the same as mine. And
that really surprised me.

Now | have started studying in the
master since two months ago. With no
regrets to continue my academic career.
Departing from the bachelor students,
master students can also build up their
ability of logical thinking and expressing
themselves. One of the challenge is to be
a teaching assistant.

This will be the second semester of
being a teaching assistant in an English
course. Students who take these course
often come from different counties and |
have to spend some time getting used to
their pronunciations and the way to

explain. I really felt quite nervous at first,

especially foreign students always asked
different questions from the Mandarin
speaking ones. This experience not only
helps the students for the assignments
but also make me gain some new
knowledge, just as the saying goes:
the
These experience made me improve my

“Teaching widens knowledge.”
abilities.

Challenges such as the above seem
to be never lacking these two months,
which are also rich the time in the
graduate school. At last, | will end up
the words of no regrets to choose the
decision. And thanks for all the help
from the ones who gave me suggestions.
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Thoughts from a Sophomore
Student
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